
 
 
 
 

Pressman Academy’s 

Jewish Learning Community of Temple Beth Am 

Parent Toolbox 
  
Our Mission: 
  
Through a variety of dynamic learning environments, the Pressman Academy’s Jewish Learning 
Community at Temple Beth Am provides students with the tools to investigate and engage in meaningful 
relationships.  Relationships with God -“Bein Adam L’atzmo”, the self - “Bein Adam L’havero”, and 
their community - “Bein Adam L’makom” offer a foundation and appreciation for Judaism and the values 
inherit in our tradition.  By offering students a safe environment to struggle, question, and develop 
intellectual, emotional and spiritual thoughts, the JLC @ TBA encourages students to develop a 
meaningful connection to Judaism and their Jewish life.   
  
What is a JLC Parent Toolbox? 
  
More than texts and classroom projects, our most important resource for connecting and deepening 
Jewish learning and tradition is YOU, JLC Parents!  Using this “JLC Parent Toolbox Kit” our hope is 
to create and ensure a partnership with JLC parents.  Using the tools provide we hope to enhance your 
child’s learning and provide you with opportunities to extend Jewish education in your own homes.  
         
How to use the toolbox: 
  
For each child you have in the JLC, you will receive a kit that is directed to their grade level.  For 
example Kitah Alef (1st grade) parents will receive a “Kitah Alef Toolbox.”  By using the toolbox parents 
will be provided with information their children are learning and ways to incorporate the learning at home 
in conversation or in practice.  
  
This toolbox is also used by JLC teachers along with their curriculum to create relevance for families and 
students in everyday life. JLC administration also uses the toolbox to assess curricular goals and reflect 
on student learning.  
  
We know that using the toolbox may require you to engage in some investigation of your own and as you 
do so questions might come.  Please don’t hesitate to contact, Lisa Clumeck, JLC Director, for additional 
materials to add to your toolbox and more information on how to begin this engagement at home. 
  
What comes inside my toolbox? 
  

1. A summary of your child’s curriculum 
2. Essential Questions – these are questions that will help you build conversations at home.  These 

questions are not meant to be easily answered and should require some debate and deep thought.  
An example of an essential question is: How can I make Temple Beth Am my community?   



3. Questions from your child’s teacher – these are questions that your child’s teachers feel are 
important for you to continue the learning that happens here in the JLC.  Questions from your 
child’s teacher and summaries from classroom learning will be additions to your toolbox 
throughout the year. 

4. Things that you can do at home to enforce your child’s JLC learning and make their Jewish 
education authentic and meaningful. 

5. If you feel like there is something missing from this kit and would like to suggest some additions, 
please let us know! Email, JLC Director, Lisa Clumeck lclumeck@tbala.org 

  
Here are some Overarching Essential Questions to get you started: 
  

- How does individual and familial self-reflection establish spiritual development in your home? 
- Does recognition and interaction with TBA and the JLC create stronger relationships with your 

family and your community? 
- How does engaging in Jewish practice at home promote intellectual and emotional connection, 

lifelong learning, and commitment to a Jewish life? 
  

 
  



JLC Parent Toolbox 

Kitah Dalet (4th Grade) 
  

This year’s theme: Am Yisrael - Jewish Peoplehood 
 
In Kitah Dalet, students focus on the Jews emerging as a people.  Students will follow the Israelites on 
their journey through the desert, as they receive the commandments, build the Mishkan, and confront their 
freedom in a new land.  Students will engage in exploration of defining moments in the history of the 
Jewish people, the same way the biblical spies were sent out by Moses to investigate the land.   
 
Unit 1 (September-December) - The concept of Peoplehood is explored from a historical context, and 
includes learning about the moments at Sinai, the destruction of the Temple and the beginning of the 
Rabbinic age. Kitah Dalet students will study Torah and a variety of Jewish texts that The Diaspora is 
explored through both the historical and modern perspectives. Whether considering the Jews of 
Babylonia, the Jews of Spain, or the spaces and places of Jewish Los Angeles students will learn about 
the Jews as individuals and a community.   
 
Unit 2 (December-March) - In this examination of peoplehood, the students learn the development of 
communities from a historical and spiritual viewpoint. Using the foundation of learning from the first 
unit, Kitah Dalet students will begin to identify cultures and traditions from around the world as they 
pertain to Judaism.  Throughout this unit students will also learn the historical significance of Israel and 
begin to connect and relate to Israel as the home for the Jewish people. 
 
Unit 3 (March-May) - As a culmination of this unit, Kitah Dalet students will begin to investigate their 
own ancestry and cultural representations.   Students will begin to identify and find relevance in Jewish 
Peoplehood as it pertains to them as Jewish Americans and begin to make decisions towards ensuring the 
continuance of Jewish peoplehood in the world today.   
 
Tefillot (prayers) to be studied and learned this year (Please note: tefillot are not expected to be mastered 
in one year.): 
 

● Ashrei  
● Yedid Nefesh  
● Shabbat Kiddush  
● Lecha Dodi 
● Shalom Aleihem  

 
Essential Questions: 

-  
- How does our relationship with God play a factor in the significance of Am Yisrael – The Jewish 

people?  
- Why do the Jewish communities around the world play a role in the Judaism we observe and 

represent in Los Angeles?  
- What does it mean to have a Jewish State? Why is this important? 
- What is the Torah expressing through the story of the Jewish people?  

 
 
Questions from your child’s teacher: 
 

http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/gods-home/
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/Diaspora.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/babylonian1.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/babylonian1.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vjw/spain1.html
http://www.kakatuv.com/pdfs/ccc-conservativeC/02shacharit-shabbatC/04Torah-serviceC/007ashreiC.pdf
http://www.zemirotdatabase.org/view_song.php?id=24
http://www.aish.com/sh/ht/fn/48967396.html
http://www.zemirotdatabase.org/view_song.php?id=68
http://www.zemirotdatabase.org/view_song.php?id=91


- What is one way to answer - “How did the Jewish people come to exist?” 
- Does God really need a house?  
- Were you at Sinai? If so explain how and what that means to you or your family.   

 
 
Activities you can do at home as a family:  
 

1. Discuss as a family the importance of having community.  How has this affected each member of 
your family and what does it mean to each of you personally?  

2. In the Torah there are very specific instructions for how the mishkan should be built, discuss as a 
family if you feel like there was something missing and what the purpose of building a home for 
God, might have been in biblical times.   

3. Create a family tree and include our biblical ancestors, as you create the tree discuss your family's 
lineage and traditions that have been passed on throughout history.  When you reach your own 
family identify some traditions that your children will pass on to their children. 

4. Have each member of your family write out a monologue as if you were receiving the 
commandments from God at Sinai, present them to one another and discuss the differences and 
similarities in each of your stories.   

5. As a family, learn Israel’s National Anthem Ha Tikva (The Hope).  Discuss the meaning of the 
words in English and how it affects your family.  Compare your relationship with Israel’s Anthem 
to America’s National Anthem - The Star Spangled Banner, how is it the same and how is 
different.   

 
 
 


