
 
 
 
 

Pressman Academy’s 

Jewish Learning Community of Temple Beth Am 

Parent Toolbox 
  
Our Mission: 
  
Through a variety of dynamic learning environments, the Pressman Academy’s Jewish Learning 
Community at Temple Beth Am provides students with the tools to investigate and engage in meaningful 
relationships.  Relationships with God -“Bein Adam L’atzmo”, the self - “Bein Adam L’havero”, and 
their community - “Bein Adam L’makom” offer a foundation and appreciation for Judaism and the values 
inherit in our tradition.  By offering students a safe environment to struggle, question, and develop 
intellectual, emotional and spiritual thoughts, the JLC @ TBA encourages students to develop a 
meaningful connection to Judaism and their Jewish life.   
  
What is a JLC Parent Toolbox? 
  
More than texts and classroom projects, our most important resource for connecting and deepening 
Jewish learning and tradition is YOU, JLC Parents!  Using this “JLC Parent Toolbox Kit” our hope is 
to create and ensure a partnership with JLC parents.  Using the tools provide we hope to enhance your 
child’s learning and provide you with opportunities to extend Jewish education in your own homes.  
         
How to use the toolbox: 
  
For each child you have in the JLC, you will receive a kit that is directed to their grade level.  For 
example Kitah Alef (1st grade) parents will receive a “Kitah Alef Toolbox.”  By using the toolbox parents 
will be provided with information their children are learning and ways to incorporate the learning at home 
in conversation or in practice.  
  
This toolbox is also used by JLC teachers along with their curriculum to create relevance for families and 
students in everyday life. JLC administration also uses the toolbox to assess curricular goals and reflect 
on student learning.  
  
We know that using the toolbox may require you to engage in some investigation of your own and as you 
do so questions might come.  Please don’t hesitate to contact, Lisa Clumeck, JLC Director, for additional 
materials to add to your toolbox and more information on how to begin this engagement at home. 
  
What comes inside my toolbox? 
  

1. A summary of your child’s curriculum 
2. Essential Questions – these are questions that will help you build conversations at home.  These 

questions are not meant to be easily answered and should require some debate and deep thought.  
An example of an essential question is: How can I make Temple Beth Am my community?   



3. Questions from your child’s teacher – these are questions that your child’s teachers feel are 
important for you to continue the learning that happens here in the JLC.  Questions from your 
child’s teacher and summaries from classroom learning will be additions to your toolbox 
throughout the year. 

4. Things that you can do at home to enforce your child’s JLC learning and make their Jewish 
education authentic and meaningful. 

5. If you feel like there is something missing from this kit and would like to suggest some additions, 
please let us know! Email, JLC Director, Lisa Clumeck lclumeck@tbala.org 

  
Here are some Overarching Essential Questions to get you started: 
  

- How does individual and familial self-reflection establish spiritual development in your home? 
- Does recognition and interaction with TBA and the JLC create stronger relationships with your 

family and your community? 
- How does engaging in Jewish practice at home promote intellectual and emotional connection, 

lifelong learning, and commitment to a Jewish life? 
  

 



JCL Parent Toolbox 

Kitah Gan (Kindergarten) 
  

This year’s theme: Hineini – Here I am 
  
The Kitah Gan students begin their Jewish Learning Community experience by investigating what it 
means to be a Jewish person.  Kitah Gan students will be challenged to answer to the question, what does 
it mean to be me - in my home, my community, and my world? Guided by their teacher, students will 
build a relationship with themselves and with God.  By learning the Jewish concepts, shmirat ha-guf 
(caring for our bodies) and our shmirat ha-nefesh (caring for our souls), students will develop unique 
associations to Shabbat and its practices, along with learning to embrace familiar customs and traditions 
in Judaism. The curriculum is entitled Hineini – Here I Am, to empower Kitah Gan students to find 
relevance in their connections and meaning in their Jewish souls.   
 
Unit 1 (September-December) - Begins setting up foundational understanding of the Torah by introducing 
the story of creation and the relevance of Shabbat.  Kitah Gan students will become familiar with the 
order of creation, the various aspects incorporated with Shabbat and Jewish tradition and ritual, and the 
relevance of the Torah to the Jewish people.  They will begin to learn basic concepts in Judaism such as 
protecting and guarding their souls and identify tefillot (prayers) that are recited daily and on Shabbat.   
 
Unit 2 (December-March) – In Unit two students will begin to learn biblical stories and the morals that 
they encompass, specifically they will study the story of Noah and identify key values brought to Judaism 
through the Torah.  They will also begin to understand the Jewish calendar and the order of Jewish 
holiday, and the holidays themselves.   
 
Unit 3 (March-May) - As a culmination to their learning Kitah Gan students will begin to investigate their 
own home life and see it in relation to the Torah and Jewish practices.  They will find key connections to 
Jewish tradition, family, and the community.   
 
Tefillot (prayers) to be studied and learned this year (Please note: tefillot are not expected to be mastered 
in one year.): 
 

• Shema, V’ahavta 
• Modeh Ani  
• Shechecheyanu  
• Mah Tovu 

 
Essential Questions: 
 

- How does learning my Jewish history help me be Jewish?  
- Can practicing the customs of Shabbat teach me about Jewish tradition?  
- Why should I listen to the characters from the Torah to help me lead a better life?  
- Does learning about Judaism help me have a better relationship with my parents and  
      siblings?  
 

Questions from your child’s teacher: 
  

- What are the 6 days of creation and how did they make the world a less chaotic place?  

http://www.g-dcast.com/bereshit/
http://www.g-dcast.com/noah/
http://www.kakatuv.com/pdfs/ccc-conservativeC/02shacharit-shabbatC/02shema-and-blessingsC/008shemaC.pdf
http://www.kakatuv.com/pdfs/ccc-conservativeC/02shacharit-shabbatC/02shema-and-blessingsC/008shemaC.pdf
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/623937/jewish/Modeh-Ani.htm
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-shehechiyanu-blessing/
http://www.learnhebrewpod.com/jewish-prayers/Ma_Tovu/reading


- How do we practice Shabbat?  
  
Activities you can do at home as a family: 
  

1. Discuss the story of Noah with your children reinforce the morals and guidelines learned from 
our Jewish ancestors. 

2. Have a Shabbat dinner and have your children explain to you the different parts of the experience. 
3. Mark the calendar for each of the Jewish holidays and discuss what time of year they come in and 

their importance to the Jewish tradition.   
4. Let your child ask you questions about Judiasm, and start a book of why? Remind them that 

Judaism is a tradition of question and answer and they should always questions so that they can 
continue to learn.  (If you need help answering their questions, go to the JLC director or their 
teacher.) 

 
 
 
 


